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problem. Another feature of the book is the aid given the teacher through 
the lists of questions, topics for investigation, and proposed civic activities 
at the close of each chapter. The attractive illustrations and the general 
organization of the material combine to make a very teachable book. 

Ernst E. Weixemeyer 



Giving teachers help in the use of a textbook. — Howard R. Driggs, the author 
of Live Language Lessons, three popular English textbooks for Grades III to 
Vlll inclusive, has prepared a series of suggestions and directions 1 for teachers 
using his books. Like most manuals of this order, the present volume follows 
the textbooks proper lesson by lesson, indicates certain portions of each book 
that may be omitted in minimal courses, and gives minute and painstaking 
directions for the conduct of seat work, projects, and recitations. Perhaps 
the chief contribution to inexperienced teachers which such a manual can 
furnish is an abundant supply of illustrative material consisting of pupils' 
actual work and an equally abundant supply of supplementary drill exercises. 
Mr. Driggs is generous in both respects. In addition to such detailed helps, 
the author constantly reiterates verbally and through examples the main 
principle upon which his texts are constructed, namely, the supplanting of 
formal language lessons by vitalized language experiences. His textbooks and 
his manual are directed sharply against the deadly futility of a formalized 
language grind. 

R. L. Lyman 



The development of the earth and vegetable and animal life. — The demand for 
the enrichment of the elementary-school curricula and uncertainty as to what 
should be added are two factors which have undoubtedly influenced the appear- 
ance of textbooks treating subjects which have heretofore received little atten- 
tion in our elementary schools. For the most part the authorities who have 
contributed such textbooks have chosen interesting and fascinating subjects. 
Interest, however, cannot be taken as the most important factor in selecting 
a subject for instruction. 

The purpose of a recent writer 1 has been to present in simple language 
some of the facts and ideas regarding the origin and development of the earth 
and the evolution of plant and animal life. The book is primarily intended for 
children over twelve years of age. 

The content of the book is distributed among nineteen chapters. In 
chapters i, ii, and iii the author describes the formation of the crust of the 

1 Howard R. Driggs, Live Language Lessons, Teachers' Manual. Lincoln, 
Nebraska: University Publishing Co., 1921. Pp. rv+348. 

2 A. Waddingham Seers, The Earth and Its Life. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New 
York: World Book Co., 1922. Pp. 208. 
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earth, the plan of the earth, and the earth in its relation to the universe. The 
subjects of discussion in the next four chapters are "The Coming of Life," 
"Evolution," "The Evolution of Plants," and "Plants and Their Environ- 
ment." The remainder of the book is concerned with animal life. Attention 
is drawn to the relation between plant and animal life, the beginning of animals 
as one-celled organisms, the gradual evolution of the many-celled and complex 
animals, and finally the appearance of the vertebrate animals and man. Man 
is traced through the early and later stone ages and the bronze and iron ages. 
In the last three chapters the author discusses the early astronomical beliefs 
and investigations, man's discovery of the earth, and "Man in His Environ- 
ment." 

Undoubtedly this book will be read with interest by children of junior 
high school age. The subject-matter will prove very instructive, and on the 
whole it appears that the junior high school student will be able to assimilate it. 

James Vaughn 



Physical welfare of children. — During the last five years there has been a 
marked increase of interest in the physical growth of school children. In some 
quarters elaborate health programs have been carried out, which indicate that 
the school is taking a more serious attitude toward this aspect of education. 
However, the welfare of the school child depends to a great extent on a proper 
physical development in the preschool age. A recent book' by Dr. MacCarthy 
discusses this very important period and provides a large amount of information 
for those persons in the home or the kindergarten who have to deal with chil- 
dren from the ages of two to seven. 

The book is intended for those who have had no special scientific training 
and consequently is written in simple, non-technical style. It discusses 
the fundamental principles of nutrition and physical care, making detailed 
suggestions for translating these principles into practice. Three chapters 
entitled "Care of the Child's Body," "Common Diseases and Disorders of 
Childhood," and "Emergencies of Childhood" contain a wealth of directly 
practical information which should be of value to any teacher in the primary 
grades. Other chapters dealing with ' ' Child Nature : Training and Education ' ' 
and "Steady Nerves and Healthy Mind" are also worthy of special mention. 

The book presents, from the medical point of view, a body of valuable 
information concerning physical welfare. Its simple style makes it readable 
for the average elementary-school teacher. It will be a useful handbook for 
teachers, nurses, and child-welfare workers. 

1 Francis Hamilton MacCarthy, The Healthy Child from Two to Seven. New 
York: Macmillan Co., 1922. Pp. xiv+235. $1.50. 



